
Attacking Online 
Misinformation

Craig Silverman
Media Editor, BuzzFeed News | @CraigSilverman

1



Let’s talk about the problem.
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1. It comes in many forms, 
with many motivations.
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2. It’s global.
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3. It feeds off polarization and 
human bias.
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“You realize that people believe a 
lot of things online. So we use 

that to our advantage.”
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4. It exploits networks and 
algorithmic filtering.
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5. It’s a profitable international 
business.
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6. Many people don't want 
your debunkings.
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What’s a journalist to do?

• Understand the problem.

• Recognize that we too are affected by the same human behaviors and 
biases.

• Cover platforms as we cover institutions such as government.

• Raise the verification and algorithmic IQ in your newsroom.

• Experiment with new approaches!
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Decentralized yet connected
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Constantly monitoring and gathering data
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Debunking Best Practices

• Debunk the idea, not the person. 

• Tell a story. 

• Choose the right sources. 

• Be positive — reduce repetition.





THANK YOU!
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Credit: The Debunking Handbook 


